Different immunosuppressive effects of liposomal FK506 in liver and kidney transplantation.
The efficacy of liposomal FK506 was compared between a canine liver transplantation model and a canine kidney transplantation model. The present study revealed that liposomal FK506 increased immunosuppressive efficacy of FK506 in liver transplantation but decreased in kidney transplantation. Because liposomal FK506 increased FK506 levels in the liver and spleen, and decreased FK506 levels in the kidney, it was suggested that enhanced immunosuppressive efficacy in liver transplantation should be attributed to the local immunosuppressive effects in the hepatic allograft rather than effective suppression of splenocyte activity.